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Blaze hits home for Eagle Mountain firefighters
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FORT WORTH - Members of the Eagle Mountain Volunteer Fire Department had no problem locating a late-night call Sunday. 
The blaze was one of their ambulances going up in flames while parked in their own fire station, Assistant Chief Allen Blakeman said. 

The fire started in the engine compartment of a 1996 ambulance. It destroyed the vehicle and damaged the station and a pumper parked next to the ambulance, Blakeman said. 

The cause of the fire was undetermined, but it was being investigated Monday afternoon, said Mike Rehfeld, an investigator for the Tarrant County Fire Marshal's office. 

The fire broke out just before midnight, and two paramedics attempted to put out the blaze while firefighters rushed to the station, Rehfeld said. Both paramedics suffered smoke inhalation and were taken to a hospital for treatment, he said. 

Damage to vehicles, the building and equipment will run about $300,000, Blakeman said. 

The department keeps two ambulances, two brush trucks for fighting grass fires, a pumper and a tanker truck, he said. The ambulance will have to be replaced, and the pumper suffered damage to paint and its hoses and was out of service while it was being evaluated Monday, Blakeman said. 

Mutual-aid agreements with other departments will fill the gap for fire protection and ambulance services while the Eagle Mountain department recovers, Blakeman said. 

The Fire Department has insurance, but it won't cover everything, he said. The department, which is partially funded by donations and money delivered from the Tarrant County Hospital District funneled through an Emergency Services District, will need to raise $50,000 to $100,000, Blakeman said. 

The ambulance was insured for $50,000, but will cost $110,000 to replace, he said. 
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